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Information Needs in Environment by Secondary School Social Studies Teachers
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) the need for environmental information by
social studies teachers in secondary education, Phetchaburi Province ; (2) the factors that affect the
information needs of social studies teachers in secondary education, Phetchaburi Province ; and (3)
problems regarding the environmental information needs of social studies teachers in secondary
education, Phetchaburi Province.

Mixed method research was used in this study, and the population was 263 social studies
teachers in secondary education, Phetchaburi Province. Purposive sampling was used in the sampling
of 159 social studies teachers. The tools used in data collection were questionnaires and interviews.
The statistics used in data analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, one way analysis
of variance and content analysis.

The research findings can be summarized as follows: (1) environmental information needs of social

studies teachers in Secondary Education, Phetchaburi Province were at the high level (X =4.04), and
when classified under each aspect it was found that the acts and ministerial regulations information was

highest (§=4.31), followed by environmental technology and innovation ( X =4.23) and agricultural

information ( X =4.18). (2) The factors that affect the information needs of social studies teachers were
communication, learning and environmental acts. (3) The problems regarding environmental

information needs were at the high level (X =3.86) such as the lack of information services
cooperation ( X =4.13) and insufficient resources to meet the requirements ( X =3.90).

Keywords: Information needs, Environmental information, Social studies teachers
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